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Biden Administration Appoints Ginger Sykes 
Torres to Serve as State Executive Director for 
USDA’s Farm Service Agency in Arizona 
Ginger Sykes Torres was appointed by the Biden Administration to serve as the State 
Executive Director of the USDA Farm Service Agency (FSA) in Arizona in the later part of 
2022. 

Sykes Torres is a certified environmental planner and a civic leader. She previously 
worked as a consultant on land use planning and environmental impact assessment for 
developers and Federal land management agencies on projects in Arizona and New 
Mexico. At Pacific Gas and Electric Company, she worked with California stakeholders on 
environmental policy, renewable energy planning, water resources planning, and climate 
adaptation initiatives. 

Sykes Torres served as Vice Chair of the City of Phoenix Environmental Quality and 
Sustainability Commission, Chair of the City’s Urban Heat Island Tree and Shade 
Subcommittee, and also served on the Executive Committee of the City of Phoenix 
proposed $500 million 2023 General Obligation Bond Program, which will shape 



investments in projects that reduce energy consumption and greenhouse gas emissions 
and make the city more climate resilient. 

Additionally, Sykes Torres is a Trustee at the Heard Museum, serving as the Board 
Secretary and a member of the American Indian Advisory Committee. She also serves on 
the board of directors for the Ronald McDonald House Charities, Valley Leadership, and 
the Indigenous Peoples' Initiative, which worked with the White House to recognize 
Indigenous Peoples' Day. 

Sykes Torres is a graduate of Stanford University’s interdisciplinary Earth Systems 
Program.  She is a passionate advocate for issues affecting Tribal communities. 

In March of 2020, she co-founded a COVID relief group to deliver PPE to frontline workers 
and vulnerable Native American communities in Arizona. She is a Native American hoop 
dancer who was the first female to ever win a title at the Heard Museum’s World 
Championship Hoop Dance Contest. Sykes Torres started a program in partnership with 
Ballet Arizona to offer free hoop dance lessons for urban Native American youth and was 
instrumental in the creation of Ballet Arizona’s Tribal Nations Advisory Council. 

Sykes Torres was born in Tuba City, Arizona, and is a registered member of the Navajo 
Nation. Sykes Torres and her husband Javier have three young children and live in central 
Phoenix. Her family home has a small vegetable garden as well as dozens of fruit and nut 
trees.   

As SED, Sykes Torres will be responsible for overseeing the delivery of FSA programs to 
agricultural producers in Arizona.  These commodity, conservation, credit, and disaster 
assistance programs ensure a safe, affordable, abundant, and nutritious food, fiber, and 
fuel supply for consumers. 

“The State Executive Director is a pivotal leadership position for the Agency and for the 
agricultural producers we serve,” said Marcus Graham, FSA Deputy Administrator for 
Field Operations.  “These leaders, appointed by the Biden-Harris Administration, bring a 
wealth of knowledge and expertise to their respective states. We are happy to have them 
on board and wish them much success.” 

Farm Service Agency serves farmers, ranchers, foresters, and agricultural partners 
through the effective, efficient, and equitable delivery of federal agricultural programs. The 
Agency offers producers a strong safety net through the administration of farm commodity 
and disaster programs. Additionally, through conservation programs, FSA continues to 
preserve and protect natural resources and provides credit to agricultural producers who 
are unable to receive private, commercial credit, including targeted loan funds for 
beginning, underserved, women and military veterans involved in production agriculture. 

USDA touches the lives of all Americans each day in so many positive ways. In the Biden-
Harris administration, USDA is transforming America’s food system with a greater focus 
on more resilient local and regional food production, fairer markets for all producers, 
ensuring access to safe, healthy and nutritious food in all communities, building new 
markets and streams of income for farmers and producers using climate smart food and 
forestry practices, making historic investments in infrastructure and clean energy 
capabilities in rural America, and committing to equity across the Department by removing 



systemic barriers and building a workforce more representative of America. To learn more, 
visit usda.gov.    

 
Apache County FSA Office Is Hiring 
The Apache County Farm Service Agency (FSA) office in Saint Johns, Arizona is hiring a 
temporary Program Technician (PT). The deadline to apply is January 20, 2023. 

Duties include general office activities supporting FSA programs administered at the field 
level. Successful applicants must be reliable, have a professional attitude and enjoy 
working with the public. 

If you are interested or know of someone who might be interested, please share this 
information with them. Submit resumes to Travis Murray at travis.murray@usda.gov 

For additional information, please contact Travis Murray at 520-635-2420. 

 
Emergency Assistance for Livestock, Honeybee, 
and Farm-Raised Fish Program (ELAP) 
ELAP provides emergency assistance to eligible livestock, honeybee, and farm-raised fish 
producers who have losses due to disease, adverse weather or other conditions, such as 
blizzards and wildfires, not covered by other agricultural disaster assistance programs. 

Eligible losses include: 

• Livestock - grazing losses not covered under the Livestock Forage Disaster 
Program (LFP), loss of purchased feed and/or mechanically harvested feed due to 
an eligible adverse weather event, additional cost of transporting water because of 
an eligible drought and additional cost associated with gathering livestock to treat 
for cattle tick fever. 

• Honeybee - loss of purchased feed due to an eligible adverse weather event, cost 
of additional feed purchased above normal quantities due to an eligible adverse 
weather condition, colony losses in excess of normal mortality due to an eligible 
weather event or loss condition, including CCD, and hive losses due to eligible 
adverse weather. 

• Farm-Raised Fish - death losses in excess of normal mortality and/or loss of 
purchased feed due to an eligible adverse weather event. 

If you’ve suffered eligible livestock, honeybee, or farm-raised fish losses during calendar 
year 2022, you must file: 

• A notice of loss within 30 calendar days after the loss is apparent (15 days for 
honeybee losses) 

• An application for payment by Jan. 30, 2023  
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2023 Dairy Margin Coverage Deadline Extended 
– Jan. 31, 2023, Last Day to Enroll 
USDA extended the deadline for producers to enroll in Dairy Margin Coverage 
(DMC) and Supplemental Dairy Margin Coverage (SDMC) for program year 2023 to Jan 
31, 2023.   

DMC is a voluntary risk management program that offers protection to dairy producers 
when the difference between the all-milk price and the average feed price (the margin) 
falls below a certain dollar amount selected by the producer.    

Nearly 18,000 operations that enrolled in DMC for 2022 have received margin payments 
for August and September for a total of $76.3 million. At $0.15 per hundredweight for 
$9.50 coverage, risk coverage through DMC is a relatively inexpensive investment.   

DMC offers different levels of coverage, even an option that is free to producers, aside 
from a $100 administrative fee. Limited resource, beginning, socially disadvantaged, and 
military veteran farmers and ranchers are exempt from paying the administrative fee, if 
requested. To determine the appropriate level of DMC coverage for a specific dairy 
operation, producers can use the online dairy decision tool.    

Supplemental DMC   

Last year, USDA introduced Supplemental DMC, which provided $42.8 million in 
payments to better help small- and mid-sized dairy operations that had increased 
production over the years but were not able to enroll the additional production. 
Supplemental DMC is also available for 2023.  The enrollment period for 2023 
Supplemental DMC is also extended to Jan. 31, 2023. 

Supplemental DMC coverage is applicable to calendar years 2021, 2022 and 2023.  
Eligible dairy operations with less than 5 million pounds of established production history 
may enroll supplemental pounds.    

For producers who enrolled in Supplemental DMC in 2022, the supplemental coverage will 
automatically be added to the 2023 DMC contract that previously established a 
supplemental production history.   

Producers who did not enroll in Supplemental DMC in 2022 can do so now. Producers 
should complete their Supplemental DMC enrollment before enrolling in 2023 DMC. To 
enroll, producers will need to provide their 2019 actual milk marketings, which FSA uses 
to determine established production history.   

DMC Payments   

FSA will continue to calculate DMC payments using updated feed and premium hay costs, 
making the program more reflective of actual dairy producer expenses.  These updated 
feed calculations use 100% premium alfalfa hay rather than 50%. For more information on 
DMC, visit the DMC webpage or contact your local USDA Service Center.  
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USDA Expands Farmers.gov to Include Farm 
Records 
Producers with farmers.gov accounts can now access farm records and maps online, the 
latest self-service feature added to the U.S. Department of Agriculture (USDA) website. 

You can quickly and easily access your land information in real time by desktop computer, 
tablet or phone. Capabilities include: 

• View, print and export detailed farm records such as cropland, base acres, yields, 
CRP acres, land ownership details, and much more; 

• View, print and export farm/tract maps that can be provided to lenders, chemical 
or fertilizer providers, and FSA for reporting acreage and crop insurance agents; 
and 

• Export common land unit (field) boundaries as ESRI shapefiles. 

The ability to access these records on demand without a visit to the service center saves 
you time and money. 

Farmers.gov now includes the most popular functionalities from FSAFarm+, the FSA 
portal for producers, while providing enhanced functionality and an improved user 
experience. A new enhancement expands the scope of accessibility to include farmers 
and ranchers who are members of an entity, as well as people with a power of attorney 
form (FSA-211) on file with FSA. 

Managing USDA Business Online 

Using farmers.gov, producers, entities and those acting on their behalf can also: 

• View, upload, download, and e-sign conservation documents. 

• Request financial assistance, including submitting a program application. 
• View and submit conservation requests. 
• View technical references and submit questions. 
• Access information on current and past conservation practices, plans and 

contracts. 
• Report practice completion and request practice certification. 
• View farm loan and interest information (producers only). 

Future plans include adding the ability to import and view other shapefiles, such as 
precision agriculture planting boundaries. 

To access your information, you’ll will need a USDA eAuth account to login to 
farmers.gov. After obtaining an eAuth account, producers should visit farmers.gov and 
sign into the site’s authenticated portal via the Sign In/Sign Up link at the top right of the 
website. Google Chrome, Mozilla Firefox or Microsoft Edge are the recommended 
browsers to access the feature. 
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In addition to the self-service features available by logging into farmers.gov, the website 
also has ample information on USDA programs, including pandemic assistance, farm 
loans, disaster assistance, conservation programs and crop insurance. Recently, USDA 
updated the navigation and organization of the site as well as added some new 
webpages, including “Get Involved,” “Common Forms,” and “Translations.” Learn more 
about these changes. 

 
USDA Launches Loan Assistance Tool to 
Enhance Equity and Customer Service 
The U.S. Department of Agriculture (USDA) launched a new online tool to help farmers 
and ranchers better navigate the farm loan application process. This uniform application 
process will help to ensure all farm loan applicants receive equal support and have a 
consistent customer experience with USDA’s Farm Service Agency (FSA) regardless of 
their individual circumstances.   

USDA experiences a high rate of incomplete or withdrawn applications, particularly among 
underserved customers, due in part to a challenging and lengthy paper-based application 
process. The Loan Assistance Tool is available 24/7 and gives customers an online step-
by-step guide that supplements the support they receive when working in person with a 
USDA employee, providing materials that may help an applicant prepare their loan 
application in one tool.  

Farmers can access the Loan Assistance Tool by visiting farmers.gov/farm-loan-
assistance-tool and clicking the ‘Get Started’ button. From here they can follow the 
prompts to complete the Eligibility Self-Assessment and start the farm loan journey. The 
tool is built to run on any modern browser like Chrome, Edge, Firefox, or the Safari 
browser, and is fully functional on mobile devices. It does not work in Internet Explorer.   

The Loan Assistance Tool is the first of multiple farm loan process improvements that will 
be available to USDA customers on farmers.gov in the future. Other improvements and 
tools that are anticipated to launch in 2023 include:  

• A streamlined and simplified direct loan application, reduced from 29 pages to 13 
pages.  

• An interactive online direct loan application that gives customers a paperless and 
electronic signature option, along with the ability to attach supporting documents 
such as tax returns.   

• An online direct loan repayment feature that relieves borrowers from the necessity 
of calling, mailing, or visiting a local Service Center to pay a loan installment.  

Background  

USDA provides access to credit to approximately 115,000 producers who cannot obtain 
sufficient commercial credit through direct and guaranteed farm loans. With the funds and 
direction Congress provided in Section 22006 of the Inflation Reduction Act, USDA is 
taking action to immediately provide relief to qualifying distressed borrowers whose 
operations are at financial risk while working on making transformational changes to loan 
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servicing so that borrowers are provided the flexibility and opportunities needed to 
address the inherent risks and unpredictability associated with agricultural operations.  

 
USDA Microloans Help Farmers Purchase 
Farmland and Improve Property 
Farmers can use USDA farm ownership microloans to buy and improve property. These 
microloans are especially helpful to beginning or underserved farmers, U.S. veterans 
looking for a career in farming, and those who have small and mid-sized farming 
operations. 

Microloans have helped farmers and ranchers with operating costs, such as feed, 
fertilizer, tools, fencing, equipment, and living expenses since 2013. 

Microloans can also help with farmland and building purchases and soil and water 
conservation improvements. FSA designed the expanded program to simplify the 
application process, expand eligibility requirements and expedite smaller real estate loans 
to help farmers strengthen their operations. Microloans provide up to $50,000 to qualified 
producers and can be issued to the applicant directly from the USDA Farm Service 
Agency (FSA). 

To learn more about the FSA microloan program, contact your local County USDA Service 
Center or visit fsa.usda.gov/microloans. 

Farmers can use USDA farm ownership microloans to buy and improve property. These 
microloans are especially helpful to beginning or underserved farmers, U.S. veterans 
looking for a career in farming, and those who have small and mid-sized farming 
operations. 

Microloans have helped farmers and ranchers with operating costs, such as feed, 
fertilizer, tools, fencing, equipment, and living expenses since 2013. 

Microloans can also help with farmland and building purchases and soil and water 
conservation improvements. FSA designed the expanded program to simplify the 
application process, expand eligibility requirements and expedite smaller real estate loans 
to help farmers strengthen their operations. Microloans provide up to $50,000 to qualified 
producers and can be issued to the applicant directly from the USDA Farm Service 
Agency (FSA). 

To learn more about the FSA microloan program, contact your local County USDA Service 
Center or visit fsa.usda.gov/microloans. 
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230 N. 1st Avenue 
Suite 506 

Phoenix, Arizona 85003-1726 

Phone: 602-285-6300 
Fax: 855-220-1760 

  

 
USDA is an equal opportunity provider, employer and lender. To file a complaint of 
discrimination, write: USDA, Office of the Assistant Secretary for Civil Rights, Office of 
Adjudication, 1400 Independence Ave., SW, Washington, DC 20250-9410 or call (866) 
632-9992 (Toll-free Customer Service), (800) 877-8339 (Local or Federal relay), (866) 
377-8642 (Relay voice users). 
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